January 21, 2021

From teacher, coach, administrator, sports
official, husband, father, and grandfather, Ron
lived his life serving others with honesty, hu-
mility, and integrity. We mourn the passing of
Ronald Dwyer, a friend and hero to many
across the state of lllinois. He left a lasting im-
pact on those who had the pleasure of know-
ing and learning from him.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATIONAL
COMMISSION ON THE INSURREC-
TIONIST ATTACK TUPON THE
UNITED STATES CAPITOL ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2021

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, |
rise to introduce the National Commission on
the Insurrectionist Attack Upon the United
States Capitol Act, which would create a na-
tional commission to provide a complete ac-
count surrounding the attack on the United
States Capitol on January 6, 2021, including
preparedness and response. The commission
would also present recommendations on how
to protect our country from future attacks. My
bill is modeled on the bipartisan legislation
that created a national commission to inves-
tigate the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001.

What happened on January 6, 2021, is no
less grave, no less revealing than what hap-
pened to our country in 2001. In 2001, we re-
alized that we were woefully unprepared for a
foreign terrorist attack. The bipartisan national
commission created by Congress conducted
an unbiased investigation and helped us im-
prove our defenses against international
threats.

Now we are faced with another threat, but
this one does not come from outside, it comes
from within. The people who ransacked and
defaced the U.S. Capitol, the people who
threatened elected officials trying to fulfill their
constitutional duty were not foreigners; they
were Americans. In order to tackle this new in-
ternal threat to our democracy, we must un-
derstand it, and we cannot understand it with-
out investigating how this attack on the U.S.
Capitol occurred.

The commission created by my bill would
draw upon all available evidence and prior in-
vestigations to generate a full and complete
accounting of the circumstances of the attack
and the country’s preparedness for and imme-
diate response to the attack. This commission
must be above the fray of politics to give us
clear answers on what happened on January
6th. The American people deserve unbiased
answers.

What happened is deeply personal for me
and for many who live or grew up in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, where the U.S. Capitol is lo-
cated. We all recognize the U.S. Capitol as a
sacred symbol of democracy, but domestic
terrorists came into my hometown and
wreaked mayhem on our federal governing in-
stitutions. The commission would provide de-
finitive answers to help Congress determine
policies to ward off such attacks in the future.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant bill.
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TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF ADOLPH
FLOYD GONELLA

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2021

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and work of a distinguished
American and a brother-friend, Adolph Floyd
Gonella, Ph.D., who was born on November 1,
1933 in San Mateo County, California, and
passed away on January 4, 2021, at the age
of 87. Floyd Gonella was the son of Amedeo
and Margherita Gonella who were immigrants
from ltaly. His father was a farmer who raised
cabbage and artichokes. Floyd’s family lived
humbly and he learned from them the value of
hard work and service to others. He experi-
enced anti-ltalian discrimination during World
War Il when they were declared enemy aliens
and placed under curfew as residents of a
coastal county. This contributed to his empa-
thy and passion for helping the disadvantaged
among us.

Dr. Gonella earned his degree in education
and several teaching certificates from San
Francisco State where he was a star football
player, and he earned a doctorate in edu-
cation at the University of California, Berkeley.
His distinguished career included service as
an adjunct professor at Santa Clara University,
and as Superintendent of the Jefferson Union
High School District. He went on to be elected
to three 4-year terms as the San Mateo Coun-
ty Superintendent of Schools and was consid-
ered ‘Mr. Education’ by everyone.

Dr. Gonella retired as County Super-
intendent of Schools in 2003 and stepped up
to become Superintendent of East Palo Alto’s
bankrupt Ravenswood City School District.
Working with city, school and community lead-
ers he revitalized the district and brought it to
fiscal and educational health. He then went on
to the dysfunctional Vallejo City Unified School
District where he and Superintendent Rick
Damelio were successful in rescuing the dis-
trict. In addition to assisting poorly performing
school districts, Dr. Gonella and his wife, Mar-
garet, created the Daly City Youth Health Cen-
ter which has been providing services to low-
income teens for thirty years.

Dr. Gonella earned many awards, including
Coach of the Year in 1962 and the Fred
Kiesel Distinguished Service Award. He
served on the California Advisory Council on
School Restructuring and was named Out-
standing Alumnus by the San Francisco State
Education Department. For three decades he
served as Team Chair of the Western Asso-
ciation of Schools and Colleges, frequently
traveling to various Asian countries to accredit
schools. He also led the Daly City Chamber of
Commerce in an extensive membership drive.

Dr. Gonella gave generously of his time and
considerable talents to the San Mateo County
Child Care Partnership Council, the Criminal
Justice Council, the San Mateo County AIDS
Program Community Advisory Committee, the
Junior Statesmen Foundation, the First 5
Commission, and the American Heart Associa-
tion. In 2003, the County Office of Education
honored him by naming its offices the Floyd
Gonella Education Center.

Floyd Gonella was a decades-long friend
and trusted advisor to me and beloved by my
entire family. His compassion and care for
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those less privileged were a source of inspira-
tion to all who had the good fortune to know
him, and his expertise as an educator was un-
paralleled. He will be sorely missed by all who
knew him, worked with him, and called him
friend. He leaves his wife, Margaret Taylor; his
daughter, Michelle Gonella; his son, Michael
Gonella (Chelsea) and grandsons, Nick and
Alex; and his son, Stephen.

Madam Speaker, | ask the entire House of
Representatives to join me in expressing our
condolences to Margaret Taylor and the entire
Gonella family. Floyd Gonella lived a purpose-
ful life, transforming the lives of countless stu-
dents who he had great faith in. He made our
community a better place to live in and learn,
and he strengthened our country with his
countless contributions.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF JEAN
OVERMAN

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2021

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the exemplary leadership and
faith-based work of Pastor Jean Overman,
who has been recognized as the 2021 Pastor
of the Year for the National Christians in Ac-
tion.

Pastor Jean Overman has dedicated her en-
tire life’s work to serving the people in her
community in and around Inkster and Western
Wayne County in Michigan’s 13th Congres-
sional District. Her drive to serve for the good
of our communities has had a profound impact
on the lives of many. In addition to her pas-
toral duties and spiritual work, she serves as
Executive Director of Operation Refuge, a
local charitable organization that runs a num-
ber of programs to assist our most under-
served populations. Its Mother's Pantry pro-
gram affords families emergency food assist-
ance in a grocery store-style setting. And, its
Camp Inspire, a summer STEM camp, is a
catalyst to instill confidence in young women
and inspire them to explore science and tech-
nology studies.

In short, Pastor Jean Overman is an advo-
cate for social justice, uplifting issues around
poverty, education, racial justice and more.
Her work reflects her love of community and
her passion for creating a better future for our
families. Her commitment to help those in
need is unwavering and truly reflective of what
it means to live like Christ.

Pastor Jean Overman is a true public serv-
ant, and we are truly grateful for her advocacy
and her work every day serving the district.
Please join me in recognition of her out-
standing achievement.

INTRODUCTION OF THE ROAD
USER CHARGE ADVANCEMENT
ACT OF 2021

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER
OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, January 21, 2021
Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today
| introduced the Road User Charge Advance-
ment Act of 2021. This legislation passed the
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